
 

APO Group now official partner of French football club
Olympique de Marseille

Olympique de Marseille and APO Group announce official partnership to promote the 'OM Africa' football
development programme

APO Group Founder and Chairman, Nicolas Pompigne-Mognard -EN FRANCAIS- Le Fondateur et président d’APO Group, Nicolas Pompigne-
Mognard

Iconic French football club Olympique de Marseille (OM), and APO Group, the leading Pan-African communications
consultancy and press release distribution service, today announced a multi-year agreement making APO Group the
Official Partner of Olympique de Marseille’s OM Africa development programme.

The agreement, making APO Group the club’s first African partner, was formalized today at an official signing ceremony at
the club’s Robert Louis-Dreyfus training ground by Olympique de Marseille managing director, Laurent Colette, and APO
group founder and chairman, Nicolas Pompigne-Mognard.
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Olympique de Marseille is one of the most renowned football clubs in the world. Founded in 1899, the club has won 30
major trophies, including the UEFA Champions League title in 1993. It is widely regarded as the most popular team in
France, with the most passionate fans and the largest attendances in the country.

The links between Olympique de Marseille and Africa have always been very strong, with the city of Marseille itself heavily
influenced by diverse African cultures. African football legends to have played for Marseille include Abedi Pelé, Didier
Drogba and Mamadou Niang, and the club has proved to be a gateway to the international stage for dozens more African
players.

Support for the club is huge all over North and West Africa, where it is an instantly-recognisable, iconic brand. OM has ten
dedicated fan-clubs operating in Africa, and more than four million African followers on social media, making up 38.7% of
the club’s global fanbase.

To build on its proud African heritage, Olympique de Marseille has created OM Africa, a football development programme
entirely dedicated to its millions of fans from the African continent. The club has established a football academy in
Diambars, Senegal, while three OM Africa schools have been set up in Algiers (Algeria), Tunis (Tunisia) and Port-Harcourt
(Nigeria). At these state-of-the-art facilities, local youths are taught the beautiful game by some of the best international
coaches, and dream of being the next African superstar to play at the highest level.

OM Africa also coordinates regular initiatives designed to raise awareness of the game in Africa, including charity events,
exclusive content and prizes for Olympique de Marseille fans, and ‘Legends’ matches.

APO Group sees sport as a valuable opportunity for promoting education, peace, violence prevention, gender equality, and
health in Africa.

The company is the Main Official Sponsor of World Rugby’s African association, Rugby Africa, and an official sponsor of
Team Qhubeka NextHash, the only professional African cycling team on the UCI World Tour, and the annual Lux Afrique
Polo Day.

APO Group is also a strategic African partner of Getty Images, the most recognizable name in sporting imagery, and
works closely with the NBA, and the Basketball Africa League.

Together, APO Group and Olympique de Marseille are committed to helping promote football in Africa, providing new
opportunities for young players, and showcasing positive African stories on the international stage.

“We have always seen ourselves as being a bridge to Africa,” said Laurent Colette, managing director of Olympique de
Marseille. “The passion and vibrancy of African football is evident throughout our city and our team. APO Group share our
vision for OM Africa to be a beacon for all African football fans, and a way of supporting sporting development across the
continent.”

“Olympique de Marseille is one of the most successful and enduring sporting organizations in the world,” said APO group
founder and chairman, Nicolas Pompigne-Mognard. “No other major European football club dedicates as much time,
energy and resource to Africa. The OM Africa programme is a fantastic initiative, and it shows the unique power of sport in
uniting people from different countries and cultures. We are thrilled at the prospect of being able to support Olympique de
Marseille and their millions of African fans.”



From Left to Right Olympique de Marseille Managing Director, Laurent Colette, and APO Group Founder and Chairman, Nicolas Pompigne-
Mognard

For further information about OM Africa, visit: https://www.OM.fr/en/omafrica

This is a joint press release by Olympique de Marseille and APO Group.

Distributed by APO Group on behalf of APO Group.
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About APO Group:

Founded in 2007, APO Group is the leading pan-African communications consultancy and press release distribution
service. We assist private and public organisations in sharpening their reputation and increasing their brand equity in
target countries across Africa. Our role as a trusted partner is to leverage the power of media and build bespoke strategies
that enable organisations to produce a real, measurable impact in Africa and beyond. The trust and recognition granted to
APO Group by global and multinational companies, governments, and NGOs inspires us to continuously enhance our value
proposition within Africa to better cater to our clients’ needs. Among our prestigious clients: Facebook, Dangote Group,
Nestle, GE, NBA, Canon, Coca-Cola, DHL, Marriott Group, Ecobank, Siemens, Standard Chartered, Orange, Jack Ma
Foundation, African Development Bank, World Health Organization, Islamic Development Bank, Liquid Telecom, Rotary
International, Kaspersky, Greenpeace…

Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland | Offices in Senegal, Dubai and Hong Kong

For further information, please visit our website: https://www.APO-opa.com
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Tendai ‘The Beast’ Mtawarira selects APO Group as exclusive PR partner of the Beast Foundation 16 Jan 2024

APO Group celebrates 10th anniversary of landmark Bloomberg partnership 26 Sep 2023
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